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OF TEXANS AND BOOKS 


by John E. Rosser 


The traveler whose interests permit him to become acquainted with Texas 
from its highways never fails to get a jolt from this State's magnitude. 
Nor is that impact ever greatly lessened even for the oldtimer. The tiny 
and trivial are remotefrom Texas, from its products and from its obvious 
potentialities 


City after city whose population exceeds one hundred thousand persons 
passes before him--some which seem almost ready to issue a challenge 
for the eventual municipal primacy of the world. And everywhere, spotted 
about over level or rolling square miles, are hundreds of lesser cities, 
neat of appearance and competent in the performance of services of this 
day, which seem alsoto say, inclear Texanese, that, whatever the require- 
ments of this time or of the future, they can get the job done. 


In the hallways of the school buildings (Is there a shabby school plant in 
Texas?) one is quite likely to see a painting of the Alamo, that picture of 
the raising of the flag on Mt. Suribachi, and, however small the commun- 
ity, more than one temple ''where the kneeling hamlet drains the chalice 
of the grapes of God." 


This writer is always delighted to come upon those shrill screeds done in 
aspersion of this State, which provide bread, and mayhap gravy, for 
astigmatic feature writers and curdled fictioneers. The inquisitive visitor 
may easily obtainfrom any indulgentand unbiased Texan a list of a hundred 
defects of this State, making some allowance for misleading, raffish, raw- 
hide humor. 


In John B. Gough's Platform Echoes there was the story, with droll illus- 
tration, of the stalwart blacksmith whose tiny wisp of a wife was belabor- 
ing him lustily witha broom. When a passer-by inquired why he was willing 
to endure such rough treatment, the grinning blacksmith replied, "Well, 
it doesn't hurt me, and it gives her a lot of pleasure.'’ Texas will do well 
to putup withthe lads and lassies who propel stinging pellets of piffle from 
their slingshots. Complacency is not a desirable attribute for a State. 





There is simply no way to hang peewee proportions on this colossus of a 
State, which is indeed "of imperial domain.'"' Analysis of the economic 
and cultural indices of Texas does not categorize it as a midget. In any 
fair or enlightened appraisal, this State will have to be credited witha 
measure of true greatness And the soundest proof of its present expans- 
ive worth is the State's own awareness and ready admission of its own 
imperfections, as well as its resolute determinationto better itself. 
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It is generally agreed that the public libraries of Texas are not worthy of 
this State either in physical properties, in publications possessed, in 
extent and compensation of personnel, or in funds for maintenance and 
growth. That this is so constitutes no indictment of the people of Texas. 
It has been a long and difficult journey from the limitations and scarcities 
of pioneer days. But this State was committed at its birth to the sovereign 
benefits of the cultured mind and it has never repudiated that obligation or 
relaxed in its devotion to the standards implied. The measurably high rat- 
ings of its schools, colleges and universities may be accepted as valid, if 
incomplete, testimony. 


The aims and essential content of the schools and libraries are parallel 
and germane, but they necessarily differ one fromthe other intheir function 
and technique. Magnificent cities can have magnificent libraries. Every 
lesser city, town, village, community, and county seat should have a pub- 
lic library comfortably--nay, handsomely--housed, with an abundance of 
books and periodicals to enable the visitor-student to sit at meat with the 
great minds and spirits of all ages. And there should be commensurate 


pay for those devoted servants who guide and counsel those who need under- 
standing aid. 


Many a time this writer has chuckled in affectionate amusement at the 
names of Muleshoe (perhaps the best city name in Texas), Dime Box, 
Earth, Novice, Happy, Paradise, and Elysian Fields. Thomas Carlyle 
once wrote, ''The true university of these days is a collection of books." 
Hooray--let's have the University of Muleshoe--and one for each of the 
rest of those lallapaloosa-named places! And why not graduate schools 
such as the University of Whiteflat? 


In this day of bewilderment and all too much despair, Texans young and 
old should be permitted, in their public libraries, to know the steadying 
words of those who spoke centuries ago, so calmly and confidently, because 
their truth required no hysterically upraised voices. Mathematical form- 
ulas obtained from books enabled scientists to unlock the doors which had 
hither kept confined within the atom powers older than songs of the stars. 
Perhaps books may one day yield the secret of releasing the timid but very 
real goodness within human hearts, a force more powerful than shattered 
atoms ever could be. 


Let Texans of whatever age, through assembled books, have opportunity to 
clasp hands with the clear thinkers of every recorded century and every 
land. Books reveal that Ormuzd continues victorious, in struggle however 
bitter, over Ahriman. The great Herbert Spencer was solely self-educated. 
A few books read by firelight... Lincoln... and destiny. Yes, books may 
possess gigantic power. 


The good, the true and the beautiful have friends in Texas. These persons 
believe that the admirable work of the schools should be supplemented by 
individual work among the products of the thinkers of mankind. They think 
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that beyond the blinding flash and thunderous roar of Yucca Flat there 
should be the soul-healing sight of flswers plucked from a crannied wall 
and the song of a skylark on the wing. 


There are those in Texas who will not desist from their labors until citi- 
zens throughout this State are permitted, in easily accessible public 
libraries, to have the benefit of the treasured wisdom of the best who have 
ever lived. This writer counts himself fortunate in being avle tocalliriend 
Mr. John P. Morgan, chairman of the Texas Library and Historical Com- 
mission: Mr. Thomas J. Gibson, State Librarian; their associates on the 
Commission: and librarians in Texas cities. It is hoped that tlis gallant 


band may know the rewards that justly come to devoted and loyal servants 
of the public weal. 


Mr. Rosser, whose home is in Dallas, is a distinguished member of the 
Philosophical Society of Texas and is a vice-president and southwestern 
manager of World Book Company, publishers of textbooks. 
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THE TEXAS STATE ARCHIVES 


The Archives Division of the Texas State Library contains the most interesting 
material inthe library. For example, inthe Archives you will find some of the 
most unusual historical documents in the country. Among them is the famous let- 


ter written by William Barrett Travis from the Alamo, in which he wrote his 
immortal words: 


I shall never surrender or retreat. ..I am determined 
to sustain myself as long as possible & die like a sol- 
dier who never forgets what is due to his own honor & 
that of his country. Victory or Death. 








You will find, inthe Archives, the handsome treaties between the Republic of 
Texas and the various foreign countries. The most striking of these are, as one 
might expect from the greatest power in the world at that time, the three made 
with Great Britain, and signed by Queen Victoria. They are bound in red velvet, 
with the red and silver cords binding the pages of each document ending in the 
large beeswax seal which bears the imprint of the young queen surrounded by the 
ladies of her court. The seal is enclosed in a round case, called a skippet, ofa 


silver metal embossed with the seal of Great Britain, showing the lion and the uni- 
corn. 


Then thereis atreaty with France, one with The Netherlands, and several treaties 
of friendship with the Indians. There are the correspondence files of the early 
governors, along with the original muster rolls of the soldiers of the Republic of 
Texas, of the Texas Rangers, of the Confederate forces from Texas, and of the 
Texas units in the Spanish-American War. 


Would you like to read the terms of the agreement under which Texas joined the 
Union? Or see the United States census returns of 1850, 1860, 1870, and 1880, 
where you can find information as to age, residence, occupation, etc., of persons 
living in Texas during those years? Would you like to know whether your grand- 


father served in an early Legislature of the State, or possibly in the Congress of 
the Republic of Texas? 


The answers canbe found inthe Archives Division, where you will have the benefit 
of the vast knowledge of Texas history possessed by Miss Harriet Smither and 
Mrs. Bertha Brandt. The Archives, like all other divisions of the State Library, 
belong to all Texans. There you will find the historical treasures which have been 
preserved throughout the years for your use. 
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OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS 





(Available for interlibrary loan) 


STATE PUBLICATIONS (other than Texas) RECEIVED 
BY THE TEXAS STATE LIBRARY 


ARKANSAS 
Legislative Council. Research Department. 
An analytical proposal for fiscal organization in the state government 
~ of Arkansas. 
An analysis of the organization and function of the post-audit in the 
~~ state government of Arkansas. 
An analysis of the Torrens system of land title registration. 
Arkansas assessment laws and procedures. 
sae Legislative rules and procedure and cost of operation of the Arkansas 
general assembly. 
Limitation of campaign contributions and expenditures. 
~ Possible revision of revenue stabilization law to provide a steadier 
flow of revenues to the state colleges. 


A study of the law of Arkansas and of other states relative to the right 

> fi - plaintiff to join an insurer as a party defendant with the insured 
in a personal injury or liability action. 

Ufiveraity Of Arkansas. College of Business Administration, Bureau of 
Business and Economic Research. 

____ Comparative analysis of Arkansas state expenditures. 1952. 


CALIFORNIA 
State Department of Education. 
California schools, February 1953. 
Index, vol. XXIII, 1952. 
ear Code Commission. 
Report... December 1, 1952. 
Commission on Uniform’ State Laws. 
California annotations to the proposed uniform commercial code. 
Department of Fish and Game. 
Forty-second biennial report of... 1950-52. 
Legislative Counsel. 
Report of... on needed revision of the statutes. 1953. 
Department of Motor Vehicles. Division of Registration. 
City and county code book. 1953. 
Department of Public Works. Division of Highways. 
Six annual report of... January, 1953. 
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COLORADO 
State Planning Commission. 
Higher education in Colorado... 1952. 


CONNECTICUT 
Auditors of Public Accounts. 
Biennial report of the... February 4, 1953. 
Governor. 
Interim message of his excellency, John Lodge... January 7, 1953. 
Judicial Council of Connecticut. 
Thirteenth report of the... 1952. 
Legislative Council. 
Report... December 7, 1952. 
Public Utilities Commission. 
Forty-first annual report of the... 1952. 











GEORGIA 


Secretary of State. Department of Archives and History. 
Official register... 1951-1952. 




















FLORIDA 
Comptroller. 
Report of the... 









for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1952. 





ILLINOIS 
Legislative Council. 
Legislative apportionment in Illinois. (Pub. no. 112) 1952. 








INDIANA 
Legislative Bureau. 
Report and recommendations on occupational licensing boards of 
Indiana, December 2, 1952. 
Report on state agencies publications, November 17, 1952. 
erty Report on state highway commission, October 21, 1952. 





IOWA 
Department of Agriculture. 
Year book of agriculture, 1951. 





KANSAS 
Legislative Council. Research Department. 

Annual legislative sessions, January 1953. (Pub. no. 184) 

Controlled-access highways, January 1953. (Pub. no. 182) 

Fiscal reorganization, January 1953. (Pub. no. 183) 

Tax levy limitations, January 1953. (Pub. no. 185) 
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LOUISIANA 
Legislative Council. 


The legislative process in Louisiana, February 1953 (Research 
study no. 1). 


MICHIGAN 
Employment Security Commission. 
Annual report, 1952. 


MISSOURI 
Senate. Criminal Law Revision Committee. 
Final report of... January 7, 1953 (Vol. 1). 


NEW JERSEY 
Department of Conservation and Economic Development. Division of 
Planning and Development. 
Jersey plans for a better state, vol. 4, no. 1, February 1953. 
Commissioner of Education. 
Research report no. 103. The demand and supply of teachers, 1951-1952. 
Legislature. 
Fitzgerald's legislative manual, state of New Jersey, 1953. 
Rutgers University. Bureau of Government Research. 
Handbook of New Jersey state government, 1952. 
Commission of State Tax Policy. 
Sixth report of... 1953. 


OKLAHOMA 
State Legislative Council. 


Research study no. 53-1. Analysis of sources of common school 
revenues, 1951-1952. 


Research study no. 53-3. States with anti-fraternity and anti-sorority 
laws. 


The rural telephone problem in Oklahoma. 


PENNSYLVANIA 
Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission. 
Pennsylvania turnpike system--the world's greatest highway. 


WASHINGTON 

Attorney General. 
Thirty-first biennial report of the... 1951-1952. 

Banking, Supervisor of 
Forty-sixth annual report of the... 1952. 

Horse Racing Commission. 
Tenth biennial report of the... 1952. 

Legislature. Game and Game Fish Interim Committee. 
Report on game and game fish. 

Legislature. Committee on State Government Organization. 
First report of... 1953. 
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Parks and Recreation Commission, State 
Thirteenth report, April 1, 1951, September 30, 1952. 
Prison Terms and Paroles, State Board of 
Ninth biennial report of... October 1, 1950--September 30, 1952. 
Public Institutions, State Department of 
Third biennial report, October 1, 1950--September 30, 1952. 
Public Instruction, Superintendent of 
Forty-first biennial report of...July 1, 1950--June 30, 1952. 
Public Lands, Commissioner of 
Thirty-second biennial report of the...for the biennium ending 
September 30, 1952. 
Washington Public Service Commission. 
Second report of... October 1, 195Q through September 30, 1952. 
Uniform State Laws, Commissioners on 
Report of... 1953. 





WEST VIRGINIA 
Board of Examiners for Registered Nurses. 
Manual of policies, requirements and recommendations for accredited 
schools of basic professional nursing education and requirements for 
licensure in West Virginia. 1952. 
University. Bureau of Government Research. 
Methods of financing sewers and sewage treatment works in West 
Virginia. 1952. (Pub. no. 8) 
The legislative process in West Virginia. 1953. (Pub. no. 9) 













INTERSTATE PUBLICATIONS 
New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission. 
Fifth annual report, 1952. 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 


AGRICULTURE 


Department of Agriculture. Agricultural Finance Review, Farm Credit, 
Farm Insurance, Farm Taxation, Vol. 15, Nov. 1952. Presents 
estimated value of farm real estate from 1870 to 1950 in terms of 
the prices of 1910 to 1914. Covers the investment problems of 
farmers, non-real estate loans to farmers by principal lenders, 
farmer bankruptcies, review of farm-mortgage debt, farm real 
estate taxes, Federal crop insurance, and crop hail insurance. 
1953. 127 p. il. 


Department of Agriculture. Classification of flax varieties. This bul- 
letin contains keys to and descriptions of the principal groups and 
varieties of flax that were grown commercially in North America 
in 1946 and also of introduced varieties that may be of value to the 
flax breeder in the development of new varieties. 1953. 56p. il. pl. 


Department of Agriculture. Better feeding of livestock. Provides 
information on how to feed the various classes of livestock. Tells 
how to prepare the feed, and gives the methods of feeding for beef 
and dairy cattle, hogs, sheep, goats, poultry, horses and mules. 
1952. 6l1p. il. 


COMMERCE 


Department of Commerce. Commercial Standards. Recorded voluntary 
standards of trade. The purpose of the standards is to establish 
set methods of testing, rating, certification, and labeling of com- 
modities, and to provide uniform bases for competition. Standards 
listed are: Gas floor furnaces, gravity circulating type; 1953; 16 p. 
Standard stock ponderosa pine windows, sash,and screens; 1952. 
38 p. il. Boys' sports-outerwear size measurements; 1953: 20 p. 
Men's work shirt sizes; 1952; 10 p. 


Department of Commerce. Hearing aids. Circular containing informa- 
tion useful to the hard of hearing on several topics relating to hearing 
and hearing aids. It is assumed that the individual already has con- 
sulted a physician for the diagnosis of his hearing difficulties. This 
circular will also be of interest to teachers and others wishing to 
explore this field. 1953. 18p. il. 
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Department of Commerce Milk ordinance and code. 1953. Recommend- 
ations of public health service. The public health service has long been 
concerned with the availability and safety of milk and milk products, as 
well as with uniform sanitation standards for their production and 
processing. The relationship of milk and milk products to public health 
led to many requests for the development of a Milk Ordinance and Code, 
which could be adopted by states and communities as a measure for the 
control of milk-borne diseases. 1953. 242p. il. pl. 















INTERIOR 









Department of Interior. Materials survey, manganese. The purpose of 


this report is fourfold: 1) to outline the world manganese situation as 
to sources of supply, trade and consumption; 2) to describe the tech- 
nical processes essential to the production and use of manganese, to 
cite significant present research, and to note evident problems which 
will require attention soon; 3) to describe briefly all known deposits 

of manganese minerals which appear promising enough to provide pos- 
sible further sources of supply; and 4) to provide a fairly complete list 
of references so that the economic, technical and geological details 
may be readily investigated. 1952 (issued 1953). 














LABOR 






Department of Labor. Occupational wage surveys. Reports on occupational 
wages and related benefits. These studies have been designed to meet 
a variety of governmental and non-governmental uses and provide area- 
wide earnings information common to most manufacturing and non- 
manufacturing industries, as well as summaries of selected wage bene- 


fits. Among the surveys issued this month is one on Dallas in August 
1952. 1953. 16p. 












Department of Labor. Union wages and hours: building trades. July l, 
1952. Annual report on union wages and hours in the building trades 
in seventy-seven cities as of July 1, 1952. The information presented 
is based on union scales in effect July 1, 1952, and covers approx- 
imately 730,000 journeymen and 190,000 helpers and laborers in 


the seventy-seven cities which range in population from 40, 000 to more 
than a million. 1953. 40 p. 
















HEALTH 






Federal Security Agency. Plague in Colorado and Texas. (Public Health 
Service Publication 210.) Consists of two parts: Part 1, Plague in 


Colorado; and Part 2, Rodent Plague in the Texas South Plains, 1947-49. 
1952. 54p. il. 
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Federal Security Agency. Clean water in the Arkansas, White, Red, and 
Lower Missigsippi Valleys. Pollution is caused mainly by city sewage 
and industrial waste, plus soil and other matter washed from the land. 
Many streams, lakes, and even ground waters in the United States 
have become unfit for fulluse. This pamphlet explains how those who 
live in this area, extending from Pueblo, Colo., to New Orleans, stand 
in regard to the pollution problem, and suggests how water pollution 
can be brought under control. 1952. 6p. 


Federal Security Agency. Children living in their own homes, social 
services provided through child welfare programs. Sets forth the 
range of social services that should be available to each community 
through child welfare programs. Children living in their own homes 
but who may be in need of social services are identified. The variety 
of social services required is described. Intended primarily for 
administrators, staff, boards, and agencies who have responsibility 
for developing programs and providing services for children living in 
their own homes. 1953. 52p. il. 
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RECENT ACCESSIONS 
March 1953 





Title 


AGRICULTURE 
Insect enemies of western forests 
AMUSEMENTS 


Stuart The classic ballet 


ARCHAEOLOGY 


Nature of culture 
Hundred years of anthropology 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Bibliography of child language 
BIOGRAPHY 
I was Stalin's prisoner 
COOPERATIVES 


Casselman Cooperative movement and some of 
its problems 


ECONOMICS 


Abbott Federal debt structure and impact 1953 
Cooper Investments for professional peaple 1952 
Little Federal income taxation of partnerships 1952 
Maclver Democracy and the economic challenge 1952 
Natl. Bureau of 
Economic Research A study of money flows in the United States 1952 
Swearingen Red flag in Japan: international 
communism in action, 1919-5l 1952 
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Beck 
Bernard 
Dunn 
Herrick 
Hildreth 


Lewis 
Macdonald 
Millett 
Page 
Sommers 


Spears 
Washburn 


Bachman 


Caldwell 
Cooke 

* Coulter 
Dulles 
Estill 
Faulkner 
Hinshaw 
* McGhee 


McRaven 
Middleton 
Nettl 


O'Brien 
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Title 
EDUCATION 


Men who control our universities 1952 
Mental hygiene for classroom teachers 1952 
Child in rural environment 1951 
Issues in elementary education 1952 
Educating gifted children at Hunter 

College 1952 
How to read better and faster 1951 
Mind, school and civilization... 1952 
Atlas of higher education in the U.S. 1952 
The school that built a town 1952 
The influence of parental attitudes and social 
environment on the personality development 
of the adolescent blind 1952 


Principles of teaching 1951 
What is progressive education 1952 


ENGINEERING 
All about television 
HEALTH 
Health resources in the United States 
HISTORY 


The Korean story 1952 
One man's America 1952 
A list of the early settlers of Georgia 1949 
Twentieth century America 1945 
The beginner's history of our country 1919 
American political and social history 1952 
Heroic Finland 1952 
Pension abstracts of Maryland soldiers 

of the revolution, war of 1812 and 

Indian wars who settled in Kentucky n.d. 
Nashville, Athens of the south 1949 
The defense of western Europe 1952 
Eastern zone and Soviet policy in 

Germany, 1945-50 1951 
Russia under two tsars, 1682-69: the 

regency of Sophia Alekseevna 1952 


+43- 1953 - 4 April 





Author 


Sach 
Stowe 
Streeter 


* Thomas 


Tryon 
Veedam 


Miller 
Palestrant 
Shouer 


American Library 
Association 


Kammer 
Lindey 
Scherman 
Woolfolk 
Woolley 


Ewing 
Freilich 
Hildebrand 
Van !Voorhis 
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Title 


The choice before South Africa 

Conquest by terror 

Skoal Scandinavia 

History of the Doles-Cook brigade, 
army of northern Virginia 

A mirror for Americans 

Sailing to freedom 

Flags of five nations: a collection of 
historical sketches and stories of the 
Golden Isles of Gaule 


HOBBIES 
Fell's United States coin book 


HOME ECONOMICS 


' Reducing cookbook and diet guide 


Tailoring and dressmaking made easy 
Quick and easy meals for two 


LIBRARIES 


Personnel organization and procedure: 
a manual...for...college and university 
libraries 

How to use United Nations ‘documents 


LITERATURE 


Correct writing 

Plagiarism and originality 
Literary America 

Plotting for every kind of writing 
Handbook for writing and speaking 


MATHEMATICS 


General mathematics at work 

Algebra for problem solving 

Methods of applied mathematics 

Basic mathematics for engineering 
and science 


1952 
1952 
1952 


1952 
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Rapport 


Hulburd 


Lassaigne 


Raynal 


Davidson 
Hubben 
Husserl 


Jones 
Redl 


Appleby 


Corwin 
Corwin 
Dimock 
Friedrich 


Klein 
Odegard 


Patterson 
Pound 
Rosenman 
Schriftgiesser 
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Title 


MEDICINE 
Great adventure in medicine 
MUSIC 
History of jazz in America 
NARCOTICS 
H is for heroin 
PAINTING 


Spanish painting from Catalan frescos to 
El Greco 
History of modern painting, 2 vols. 


PHILOSOPHY 


Philosophies men live by 

Four prophets of our destiny 

Ideas: general introduction to 
pure phenomenology 

A history of western philosophy 

Children who hate 


POLITICAL SCIENCE 


Morality and administration in democratic 
government 
The Constitution and what it means today 
Understanding the Constitution 
American government in action, rev. 
Constitutional government and 
democracy, rev. 
Our appointment with destiny 
American politics: a study of 
political dynamics 
Presidential government in the U.S. 
Justice according to law 
Working with Roosevelt 
The lobbyists, the art and business 
of influencing lawmakers 


1952 
1948 
1949 
1951 


1950 
1952 


1947 
1947 
1951 
1952 


1951 


— 


1953 - 4 April 





Levinson 
Lachar 


Asch 
Carpenter 
Frank 
Gosnell 
Kimmel 
Moore 


Natl. Planning 
Association 
Raup 


McAtee 


Sherman 


* Allen 


Anderson 
* Ansley 
* Babb 
* Barrett 


TEXAS LIBRARIES 


Title 
PSYCHOLOGY 


Mentally retarded child 
You are unlimited 


RELIGION 


The lore of the New Testament 

Jesus' spiritual journey--and ours 

Religion in the development of 
American culture, 1765-1840 


SOCIAL SCIENCE 


Social psychology 

The unfinished business of civil service 
Courts on trial 

Democracy, the threshold of freedom 
Share ownership in the United States 
Sociology in educational practices 


WELFARE 


The manual of corporate giving 
Intergovernmental relations in 
social welfare 


ZOOLOGY 


Ring-necked pheasant and its management 
in North America 

The real book about bugs, insects, and 
such 


TEXAS 


Origin of names of army and air corps 
posts, camps and stations in World 
War Il in Texas 

Debt manual for Texas cities 

I like the depression 

The death of a buccaneer 

Sun in their eyes 


n.d. 
1949 
1933 
1927 
1944 
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Author 


Battle 
Bennett 
* Kaleidoscope, Inc., 
pub. 
* Castle 
Clark 
* Connally 
* Conrad 
* Crooks 


* Cumberland 

* Davis 
Dawson 

* Dodson 
Fair 


* Felleman 
Foreman 

* Fox 
Freeman 
Haiman 
Haley 
Hendrick 


Hergesheimer 
Hervey 

Hines 
Hutchinson 
Hyde 

James 

Kemp 

Kinney 


Kyle 

Kyle 

Leeston 
* Marryat 


Masterson 
Montgomery 
* Moore 
* Newton 


TEXAS LIBRARIES 


Title 


Memories of an old time tar heel 
Clara Moreland 


Cantando border poets 
Texas bloodless revolution 
Spindletop 
John Huffhines history and genealogy 
Uncle Dick Wootton 
Life of Bishop Matthew Simpson of 
the Methodist Episcopal church 
Mexican revolution 
The caliph of Bagdad, O. Henry 
The spiritual conquest of the southwest 
Half a life time in Korea 
Roach, Roberts, Ridgeway and 
allied families 
Best loved poems of the American people 
Road to San Jacinto 
Thousand miles to Belton 
Life of Robert E. Lee 
Group leadership and democratic action 
Fort Concho and the Texas frontier 
Statesmen of the lost causes: Jefferson 
Davis and his cabinet 
Swords and roses 
Where strange gods call 
Alfalfa Bill 
A note book of the old west 
Rangers and regulars 
Lone cowboy, my life story 
Honor roll of the battle (San Jacinto) 
Indian forest and range: a history 
of the administration and conser- 
vation of the red man's heritage 
Fundamentals of farming and ranch life 
Fundamentals of farming and ranch life 
Magic oil, servant of the world 
Travels and adventures of Monsieur 
Violet in Calif., Sonora, and 
western Texas 
The Katy railroad and the last frontier 
The brimstone game 
Butterfield: 7 years with the wild Indians 
A social and political history of Texas 


Date 


1945 
1953 


1939 
1934 
1952 
1940 
1950 


1890 
1952 
1931 
1927 
1952 


1951 
1936 
1943 
1952 
1952 
1951 
1952 


1939 
1929 
1924 
1952 
1947 
1952 
1930 
1951 


1950 
1922 
1930 
1952 


1843 
1952 
1940 
1945 
1932 
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Author Title Date 


Parkman The discovery of the great west 1869 
Payne History of American literature with 
a survey of Texas literature 1919 
Pence Preliminary bulletin on Texas ceramic 
raw materials 1951 
Piner Ruth: a romance of the civil war 1895 
Pittinger The great locomotive chase 1901 
Porter, Katherine A. Pale horse, pale rider 1939 
Porter, Katherine A. The leaning tower 1944 
Porter, Willie J, Memory cups of Panhandle pioneers 1945 
Rather Recognition of the Republic of Texas 
by the United States 1911 
Remington Pony tracks...facsimile of the original 1951 
Rhodes W.H. Hudson 1924 
Root and Connelley The overland stage to California 1950 
Rosser Doctors and doctors, wise and otherwise 1941 
Seely A lone star Bo Peep and other tales 
of Texas ranch life 1885 
Smith How bills become laws in Texas 1952 
Spikes Through the years: the history of Crosby 
County, Texas 1952 
Stewart The Constitution and government of Texas 1949 
Stigler Workers and wealth of Texas 1931 
Stockton Economics of natural gas in Texas 1952 
Sumner Andrew Jackson 1882 
Swift The last battle of the civil war 1915 
Taylor Saddle and the plow 1942 
Tengg Visitor's guide and history of San Antonio, 
Texas, from 1689 to the present 1918 
Torbett Joytown jingles 1929 
Tucker Not all ashes 1941 
Utecht The Legislature and the Texas people 1937 
Webb The handbook of Texas 1952 
White Texas: an informal biography 1945 
Material for a program of Arbor Day 
school exercises 1901 
Patrons of husbandry n.d. 
Ross' Texas brigade association proceedings 1885-87 
Southwest Texans 1952 
Synopses of the decisions of the supreme 
court of the state of Texas,... 1862-64 
and the Galveston term, 1865 1865 
The Peregrinus 1950-51 


These items cannot be circulated but may be used in the State Library. 
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NEWS FROM LIBRARIES 


OVER THE STATE 





Martin County Public Library in Stanton is growing with the county. Much 
progress has been made since the Library moved into more spacious 
quarters two years ago. There is a special room with books for young 
people, as well as a room in which the teen-agers can hold social meetings. 
It is felt that the Library, by providing the younger set a special meeting 
place, is encouraging them to notice and use its facilities. Mrs. Velma 
Haynie is Librarian. 


Sherman Public Library had its picture in a recent issue of the Sherman 
newspaper, “vith a story about the library's part in the cultural life of the 
community and the library's history since its founding in 1898 by the 
Shakespeare Club. _ 


Hearne, now without public library services, is working hard to remedy 
that situation. The Hearne Public Library Association reports that plans 
are almost complete for a new building. 


Huntington has acquired a public library building, which it dedicated earlier 
this month. For seven years, residents of Huntington had been raising money 
to build and equip a library as a memorial to their veterans of the last war. 


A recent gift of $15,000 from C.S. McMullen has greatly speeded up their 
project. 


Greenville citizens voted a $100, 000 bond issue to finance a new library 
building, which will replace their Carnegie building,. 


Henrietta's library recently received a new and completely equipped building 
from Dr A.B. Edwards and his sons, Kirk and Bryant. The building was a 
memorial to Dr. Edwards' wife; dedication services and open house were 
held on April 11. 


Dallas Public Library will be housed temporarily on the top floor of the 
Union Terminal building, while the library building is replaced with a new 
structure on the same site. 


Waxahachie readers are enjoying the renovated quarters of their Sims 
Library. 


Bryan Carnegie Library celebrated its fiftieth anniversary and opening of 
its second floor departments for children and young people on April 19. 
Mrs. Aroyth Melloh is librarian. 
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Bay City Library celebrated its fortieth anniversary in February with an 
open house. The highlight of the event was to display the Library's newly 
redecorated interior. 


Childress County Library has had many new features to offer since the 
Women's Department Club last year adopted the Library for its two-year 
project in its Build Freedom with Youth program. Among its tangible 
results has been the improvement of the Library grounds by planting of 
shrubs and flowers, as well as the addition of new furniture and the cre- 
ation of a music shelf. Another club in the county sponsors a story-telling 
hour which has brought some 500 children into the Library. 


Irving Public Library, a branch of the Dallas County library system, has 
recently received an air-conditioning unit and the promise of another unit 
if itis needed. Mrs. Ben Hurwitz is Librarian and the Irving Book Review 
Club is the sponsor of the Library. 


Hereford Library reports the gift of a clock from the seventh grade class. 
Six young readers recently presented the clock to Mrs. J.J. Boydston, the 
Librarian, and her assistant, Mrs. Jack Winget. 


Nacogdoches reports that the Girl Scouts recently gave the Library twenty- 
five books. Librarian is Miss Geraldine Faires. 


Denton County Library recently received $400 from the local branch of 

the AAUW. A revised 1953 edition of the World Book Encyclopedia was 
purchased, as well as a collection of prebound books for youngsters. The 
Denton County National Bank gave $110 for the purchase of prebound Merit 
Badge books for the Boy Scouts. The Denton Classroom Teachers donated 
$60 for children's books and the Shakespeare Club supplemented its standing 
gifts with a subscription to National Geographic. The local garden club has 
arranged for display of a bouquet of flowers or suitable foliage in the Library 
each week. Mrs. Otis Fowler is librarian. 


Gonzales Library, under the leadership of Miss Mildred Myrtle Bluhm, 
was the scene of a March 17 meeting of librarians from Nixon, Smiley, 
Yoakum, and Austin. They discussed where to buy books, how to process 
them, and how to mend books. Mrs. Lucille Wilson and Miss Mary Sue 
Reese from the State Library joined the group. Members of the Library 
Board served refreshments. 


McAllen Public Library recently received good publicity when its librarian, 
Mrs. Winifred Tullis spoke to the local chapter of the AAUW on the progress 
and needs of the Library. ‘ 
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Gladewater Public Library continues its weekly newspaper column by Mrs. 
Louise Manosky, Librarian, about the collection in general and giving reviews 
of new acquisitions. 


Midland Public Library reports steady progress in its collection and in circu- 
lation. Mrs. Lucille C. Carroll is Librarian. 


Electra Public Library, under the leadership of Miss Myrtle Russell, reports 
substantial gains in circulation, the number of volumes, and the number of 
library patrons. 


Waco Public Library has received a variety of new books in the biographical 
field. Miss Mildred Dulaney is Librarian. 


Fredericksburg's Pioneer Memorial Library reports gifts from the local 
Reading Club, as well as from one individual donor. Its librarian, Miss Adah 
Peden, recently attended a workshop in Burnet and was written up in the 

Radio Post. 


Houston Public Library rated an editorial in the Post recently in honor of 
Mrs. Roy L. Arterbury, a member of the Library's board for twenty-two 
years. Mrs. Arterbury had resigned and Houstonians were honoring her 
for her long record of devotion to their library. 


Victoria's public and school librarians recently held a dinner where they dis- 
cussed the winners of the Newbery and Caldecott awards for children's books 
in 1952. Mrs. Eula F. Silverthorn is Librarian at Victoria's Bronte Memor- 
ial Library. 


Collingsworth's librarian, Miss Katherine Boverie, has been written up in 
the Wichita Falls Times for her outstanding work in the community. 


Alice welcomes a new librarian, Mrs. J.O. Davis, but regrets losing Miss 
Dorotiy Cotton. Mrs. Davis will become librarian at the Public Library in 
June; until then, she wii work there part-time in addition to her present 
duties as librarian at the junior high school. 


Ennis Public Library recently held its annual silver tea at the Lakeside 
Country Club, featuring exhibits of dolls and settings depicting characters 
and scenes from American literature and history. Funds from the tea will 
be used to purchase books. The city of Ennis bears the library's operating 
expenses. The proceeds of the silver tea last year financed the purchase of 
about 900 volumes. 


Val Verde County Public Library at Del Rio recently held a Public School 
Week display of books on teaching, as well as a display of books from which 
movies have been made. Miss Grace Drake is Librarian. 


TEXAS LIBRARIES 1953 - 4 April 





Beaumont's Tyrrell Public Library held a two-week showing of 100 prize- 
winning photographs from the traveling exhibit of Photography Magazine. 


The showing was sponsored by the Magnolia Camera Club of Beaumont. 
Miss Pearle Burr is Librarian. 





Austin Public Library recently featured a traveling exhibit provided by Life 
Magazine on'"'The Edwardians," part of a series known as "The History of 
Western Culture." 


Dallas Public Library featured a two-weeks shqwing of replicas of 3, 000 
rare stamps in the $5, 000, 000 collection of King George VI of England. 
The Friends of the Library sponsored the exhibit. 


Houston Public Library's Mrs. Harriet D. Reynolds recently arranged a 
display of books and documents pertaining to Great Books Week, and the 
Post ran a picture of Mrs. Isabel McMahan, also of the Library staff, show- 
ing a patron an illustrated volume. There are fifteen Great Books discussion 
groups, with more than 300 members, in Harris County. 


San Antonio Public Library had a display of manuscripts with bindings in 
silver, enamel, and precious stones at which the owner of the documents, 
H. Kurdian of Wichita, Kan., spoke. The manuscripts were written by 
Armenian scribes between 900 and 1700. The exhibit was at the Bolivar 
Library in La Villita. 


Texarkana offers recordings of classical music in its Library each Friday 
evening. The Library recently featured a collection of water colorings by 
Ralph Scarlett. 


Fort Worth Public Library reports new equipment for the enjoyment of its 
recorded music. The Star-Telegram recently ran a picture of I.E. Horwitz 
and Dr. R.C. Martin witha high fidelity record player which they had made, 
including its blonde wood cabinet. The Fort Worth Opera Guild presents 
records to the Library each season. Mrs. Frances Lawrence of the Library's 


music and art department reports that 6,000 persons annually enjoy the record 
collection. 





Galveston's Rosenberg Library reports progress in its renovation project. 

Its Librarian, C. Lamar Wallis, is the current president of the Texas Library 
Association. The new room for public meetings, on the top floor of the 
Library building, recently was used for the first time; the local Friends of 

the Library are furnishing the room. Mrs. Frances Clarke Sayers spoke at 
an open house held by the Friends of the Library. Miss Emma Lee, 


Librarian of the boys' and girls' department of Rosenberg Library, intro- 
duced Mrs. Sayers. 


Amarillo Public Library has a young but very active Friends of the Library 
group, headed by Mrs. Joe Harlan, chairman of the American Heritage pro- 
gram for adult education. The Friends sponsor a discussion group with 
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films and assigned readings to cover different phases of our American 
background. 


The Austin Public Library has a new Friends of the Library group, headed by 
T.H. Williams, Jr. Two meetings have been held. 


Borger, Panhandle, and Stinnett are engaged in an unusual library project. 

On April 1, the Hutchinson and Carson County Libraries merged, to form the 
first multi-county library in Texas. Miss Lillie Hostetler, for many years 
Librarian at the Hutchinson County Library.in Stinnett, is about to retire from 
active duty. It has long been her dream to see a regional library project, par- 
ticularly in her immediate area. Miss Jo Eunice Battle of the Carson County 
Library, offered to take on the extra responsibilities when the two county 
commissioners courts involved approved the merger. Part of her salary is 

to be paid by each county, books will continue to be purchased in the same 
manner, and the collection will be used in both counties. Carson County 
Library's bookmobile and film collection is now available for both counties. 
Texas librarians will watch this merger with great interest and hope. 


One of the newest publications in the state is Texas Real Estate, a 
magazine published in Austin for members of the real estate and home 
building professions. This magazine prints news in these and allied 
fields from all over Texas; its staff invites new readers and their con- 
tributions in the way of news items or feature articles. 





The March issue (Vol. I, No. 3) includes articles on convertible homes, 
building codes, buyer's market, water supplies, news about designs in 
home building, editorials, and a classified advertizing section. Articles 
from all over the state include those about the Rio Grande valley, the 
Gulf Coast, Lockney, San Antonio, Tyler, and other points. 


Further information may be obtained by writing to the editor at the 
publication's office at 1402 Guadalupe Street in Austin. 
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TEXAS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
40th Annual Meeting 


The fortieth annual meeting of the Texas Library Association was held in Lubbock 
on April 15-18, 1953. More than four hundred librarians and Friends of the 
Library attended from every part of the state. 





The theme of the meeting was Adult Education and such leaders in this field as 
R.J. Blakely of the Fund for Adult Education, Jack Spear of the ALA American 
Heritage Project, and Dr. Per G. Stensland, head of the Adult Education Program 
at Texas Technological College took an active part in bringing home the need for 
Adult Education to the librarians present, and also in some practical demonstra- 
tions of an Adult Education program. It should be of no small significance to 
librarians in every part of Texas that their libraries are afforded the opportunity 
to participate in the growing program of Adult Education. 


Not only leaders in the field of Adult Education but leaders in our own librar* 
field, such as Miss Janice Kee, executive secretary of the Public Library 

Division of ALA, and David H. Clift, executive secretary of ALA, were present. 
Mr. Clift and Miss Kee, who is a great credit to her native Texas, refreshed the 
memories of all present with the fine quality of work being done by the American 
Library Association. 




















Then there were outstanding leaders from other fields, who brought messages of 
inspiration and responsibility. Walter Long of Austin delivered an inspiring 

speech on the meaning of books in the lives of great men. Nat Williams, super- 
intendent of schools at Lubbock, told the school librarians that they must assume 
a position of great responsibility in the educational program. 





Special mention must be given to Mrs. John Leddy Jones, president of the Friends 
of Texas Libraries, who presided over the Friends' annual luncheon. Mrs. Jones 
has attended all of the district meetings of the TLA except one--the best attendance 
record of anyone in the state. She was present at the meeting of the ALA in New 
York last summer and the mid-winter meeting in Chicago. Such leadership in the 
Friends group is proof of the growing recognition by key people in all communi- 


ties of the importance of libraries in the educational and cultural life of their 
communities. 





And last but not least there were the ''Four Hundred" who, through district meet- 
ings, panels, group discussions, and informal talks exchanged valuable and prac- 
tical knowledge gained through another year under the tutelage of that dearest of 

all teachers --experience. 


All of us who attended look forward to the forty-first annual meeting in Mineral 
Wells, with the hope that the new year's program committee will do as excellent 

a job as Miss Velma Barrett and her co-workers did in bringing to Texas librarians 
a meaningful and practical program at their fortieth annual meeting. 
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THE BIGGEST THING IN THE BIGGEST STATE 


'We are building a State House to last for ages-- 
a Capitol for the greatest State in the Union... 


Under that keynote, sounded by the superintendent in charge of construction, 
the Capitol of Texas was erected in the 1880's. No detail was too small for 
exhaustive consideration; no possibility was overlookedfor improvement of either 
design or material; no expense was spared to make the structure a thing to be 
proud of for generations to come. 


Asaresult, Texans can still, nearly seven decades later, point with pride toa 
truly magnificent edifice. The Capitol of Texas is 528 feet long, 290 feet at its 
widest point, and 308 feet high--three full stories throughout its length, plus a 
fourth story at its center section--and with a basement and a dome. It contains 
409 rooms, 574 doors, 924 windows, and 21 vaults. Into the Texas State House 
went more than 15, 000 carloads of granite. More than 91,000 cubic feet of con- 
crete went into the building's foundation. The cornerstone alone weighed 13,000 
pounds and required sixteen yoke of oxen to haul it from the quarry to the Capitol 
grounds. Citizens of Austin contributed the $1,545 which the preparation of the 
cornerstone cost. When it was built, the Texas Capitol was believed to be the 
seventh largest building in the world; it was the largest of all the state capitols. 


But the job of building a Capitol for the biggest State in the Union was far from 
easy. With every stage in its construction came countless headaches for its 
three-member Building Commission. For theirs was the task of putting together 
all of the tons of material to make the massive structure. Theirs was the job of 
coordinating all of the thousands of specifications, the innumerable drawings, and 
the actual construction. They were charged with starting out withcountless pieces 
of paper and emerging with one colossal State House. Members of the Capitol 
Building Commission were R.L. Walker, superintendent, and Joseph Lee, both 
of Austin, and N. L. Norton of Salado. Elijah Meyers was the architect and Abner 
Taylor the contractor. 


The Texas Capitol was started inFebruary, 1882, and the cornerstone was laid on 
Independence Day in 1885. The building was completed on September 20, 1888; it 
had been dedicated four months earlier. Texas' present State House, the fourth 
in the history of the state, cost her 3,000,000 acres of her Panhandle land in the 
counties of Cochran, Dallam, Hartley, Oldham, Deaf Smith, Palmer, Castro, 
Bailey, Lamb, and Hockley. 


Much time and effort went into tests before the Commission chose as its building 
Stone the limestone from Oatmanville, nine miles southwest of Austin. On the 
Stone selection committee were Gus Wilke, G.W. Turner, and George H. Taylor. 
To Signify their acceptance of that stone, members of the Commission inscribed 
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their signatures on a 7-2/3 x 7-3/4 x 6-5/8-inch sample block of the Oatmanville 
limestone. Sand and gravel were tested at their point of manufacture. The con- 
tractor invited members of the Commission to witness his tests but, inasmuch as 


they were provided no traveling expenses, they were unable to take part in those 
tests. 


The contract for erecting the Texas Capitol specified that the "most durable 
rock accessible"' be used. At that time, the vast granite and marble resources 
of Texas were unsuspected. After the Commission had investigated those native 
materials, it favored granite because of its superior solidarity, its capacity to 
resist climatic effects, and its varied color combinations. In its lengthy report 
of the practicability of using granite, the Commission studied the materials found 
in such structures as Westminster Abbey, Windsor Castle, the British Parliament 
Building, and numerous ancient cathedrals of Europe. All of those buildings, the 
Commission noted, were composed of materials which required constant applica- 
tions of preservatives, which still had not arrested the ravishes of time and 
climate. The owners of the granite site in Burnet County donated to the State all 
of the granite needed: ‘'We...hereby tender to the people of the State of Texas, 
free of all or any charge, all the granite stone required to complete the entire 
superstructure of the building.'' Signing the offer were G.W. Lacey, W.H. West- 
fall, and N.L. Norton. 


Into the Capitol went many features highly elaborate for the period in which it was 
erected. Wood of almost every variety was used--cherry, maple, mahogany, oak, 


butternut, walnut, cedar, ash, and many others. Plans for the fhycraulic eleva- 
tors were the most luxurious of all; the trimmings for these ‘‘cars'' would have 
done credit to any millionaire's private railroad coach. On three sides of each 
car were to be seats with tufted backs "properly filled withhair and springs" and 
covered with the best quality of genuine leather. Panels were to house plate glass 
mirrors. The interior of each car was to be finished cherry, with raised panels 
of butternut and sunken panels of bird's-eye maple. Columns were to be of 
mahogany, and the top of the car was to be of plate glass embossed with ornate 
designs. The floor was to be of encaustic tile of an ornamental pattern with suit- 
able borders, the tile being set in a bed of cement. 


Somewhere down the line, however, practicality replaced art, and the Capitol 
elevators, when finished, were considerably less extravagantly furnished than 
those called for in the original specifications. 


The rotunda, with its floor design emblematic of the five nations which have claimed 
Texas soil, with the seal ofthe Republic of Texas in the middle, and with its Lone 
Star of gold inthe dome, came in for more detailed thought. Plans there called 
for the center of the rotunda floor to be of hexagon glass, secured and cemented 
in cast iron frames and with the joints caulked with lead. A replica of the Statue 
of Liberty atop the dome was to be of white bronze, and the star in the upraised 
hand was to receive two coatings of sixteen karat gdld leaf. 
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Minor discrepancies inthe plans for the structure caused the Building Commission 
many a headache. For example, when the finishing touches were being added, it 
was discovered that the drawings called for the direct connection of one string of 
six-inch pipe with another series of eight-inch pipe. The most serious of those 
discrepancies in the plans for the Capitol was the one which led to the resignation 
of the superintendent in 1883. He discovered a shortcoming in the specifications 
for some pipes, and wrote the architect a special report on the subject. The 
architect replied thatthe drawing referred to had been abbreviated, but that every 
pipe needed would be installed. The matter developed into a personal feud, and 
in December, the superintendent quit. The new superintendent took over inthe fol- 
lowing February, however, and the building continued to go up. 


When finally completed in the fall of 1888, it was a magnificent structure, which 
will, as its builders planned, "last for ages.'"' 
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THE STORY BEHIND THE PICTURE 


The letter below, from Waverley Briggs to Max Bickler, offers some additional 
behind-the-scenes information about the picture which Texas Libraries ran on 
page 20 of its January, 1953, issue: 





Dallas 1, Texas 
Febrvary 7, 1953 


Dear Max: 


I derived great enjoyment from fxe bulletinfromthe Texas Libraries recalling the 
culminating incident inthe anti-trusi suit against the Waters-Pierce Oil Company, 
which you so thoughtfully sentto me. Somewhere lost among my personal archives 
is one of the original prints of the photograph attached to a clipping from The San 
Antonio Express reproducing the picture and carrying my story of the settlement. 


At that time I was in charge of the Austin Bureau of The Express, and the paper 
had just installedan engravingplant. I readily gotthe authorizationfrom Governor 
Campbell and Treasurer Sparks to assemble the group around the money in the 
Treasurer's office, engaged Jordan to take the picture, and hired a messenger to 
carry itto San Antonio onthe three o'clock train and deliver itinperson to George 
McQuaid, the Managing Editor. The whole procedure clicked, and by seven o'clock 
the morning after the fine was paid, the illustrated story appeared, causing quite 
a bit of surprised conversation in Austin. 


Over the years thereafter, as with all hard-working newspaper men of that day, I 
thrilled to the satisfaction of an important scoopor two; nothing I recallever gave 
me quite the inner sense of happy triumph that was stirred by this incident in my 
newspaper career. 


I am so much obliged to you for sending it to me, and highly prize the thought that 
prompted it. 


I am taking the liberty of sending the picture and the accompanying explanation to 
the Dallas Historical Society as a gift from you. 


With kind regards and best wishes to all, I am 
Cordially and sincerely yours, 
/s/ Waverley 
Mr. Max H. Bickler 


Care of Supreme Court of Texas 
Austin, Texas 
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NEWS FROM THE STATE LIBRARY 


ARCHIVES DIVISION: During the month of March, the Archives 
handled a large number of requests for research, some of them very detailed 
and of a confidential nature. Requests for genealogical data from nearly 
every state in the Union are increasing daily. The restoration desk is busy 
repairing newspapers and documents acquired during 1952. 


RECORDS DIVISION: One of this Division's most time consuming 
reference tasks is that of establishing work histories for former employees 
of the State. Inthe past, the various State departments, working with limited 
funds and limited personnel, were unable to maintain model personnel sec- 
tions, so that if, for instance, an individual needs to prove that he held a cer- 
tain position from 1929 to 1934, it frequently falls the lot of this Division to 
supply that proof. 


Usually, our only way of doing this is by searching through the 
warrant registers for the years or months in question to find the individual's 
name. The General Revenue Warrant Registers consist of about 500 to 700 
pages each month, with about 35 names on each page. We do not have to look 
at every name, since the departments are designated by fund numbers, but we 
do have to look at each name in the appropriate fund listing. Due to the manner 
in which the books are necessarily put together, each fund will appear several 


times in each book, so we frequently do have to turn almost every page ina 
volume. 


If the period of employment in question covered several years, we 
establish only the first and last months, plus two months of each intervening 
year. But if the amount of salary is requested, it is necessary to check 
several months, at least, out of each year. In addition, we occasionally have 
to refer from an entry in a warrant register to an entry on a voucher, and 
locating these vouchers is not always an easy task, since they are not always 
in the best of order. 


Fortunately, we average only three or four of these employment 
record requests each month. 


LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE DIVISION: Some of the questions 
received by the Division last month include: the value of natural phosphates 
in Texas and their use in farming; comparative natural gas statistics for 
the past few years; the amount of possible sunshine in specific areas of Texas 
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and the methods of computation; name and location of the land-grant 
colleges in the United States, with size of enrollments for 1951-52; mat- 
erial on the subject of Cretaceous life in Texas... Numerous other 
questions received cannot be listed because of their confidential nature. 


A valuable list showing the length of the regular and called 
sessions of the Legislature from 1931, when the 120-day session began, 
to date, has been compiled. House and Senate bills and journals have 
been coming in at a steady flow, requiring many hours for filing by the 
staff. Constant use of the session laws for the past years has been made. 
Senate and House Journals have been used for many early sessions. 
Besides Texas laws, the laws of other states, the United States Code 
Annotated, and the Code of Federal Regulations have been valuable in 
various types of research. 


LOAN AND GENERAL REFERENCE DIVISION: The State 
Library is constantly adding to its art collection, as its budget permits, 
the various volumes in the history of painting which the Skira firm in 
Switzerland is publishing. These books are distinguished by the unusual 
and very beautiful color reproductions of the paintings presented. The 
critics describe these color plates as ''remarkable,"' 'magnificent, "' 
"marvels,'' and, states one, ''the plates in color here given represent 
the furthest advance in such book illustration that I have seen." 


The prices of these volumes range from $12.50 to $17.50. 
These books cannot be circulated to individuals but librarians may borrow 
them for use in their libraries, and the entire collection may be borrowed 
for use in exhibits. 


These are the volumes in the series which the State Library has: 


Lassaigne, Jacques. Spanish painting. 
v. 1 From the Catalan Frescos to El Greca 
v. 2 From Velazquez to Picasso. 

Raynal, Maurice. History of modern painting. 
v. 1 From Baudelaire to Bonnard. 
v. 2 Mattise--Munch--Rouault. 
v. 3 From Picasso to surrealism. 


The great centuries of painting. (modern times) 
Dupont, Jacques and Mathey, Francois. The seventeenth 
century; the new developments in art from Carravaggio 
to Vermeer. 
Fosca, Francois. The eighteenth century; Watteau to Tiepolo. 
Raynal, Maurice. The nineteenth century; new sources of 
emotion from Goya to Gauguin. 


Already published and soon to be ordered by the State Library are: 
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Venturi, Lionello and Skira-Venturi, Rosabianca. 
Italian painting. 
v. 1 The creators of the Rennaissance. 
v. 2 The Rennaissance. 
v. 3 From Caravaggio to Modigliani. 


The great centuries of painting. (the great civilizations) 
Pallottino, Massimo. Etruscan painting. 
Maiuri, Amedeo. Roman painting. 


To be published in the modern times series are: 


The fourteenth century; from Giotto to the Avignon 
school. 

The fifteenth century; from Van Eyck to Botticelli. 

The sixteenth century; from Leonardo to El Greco. 


To be published in the great civilizations series are: 


Eyzantine painting 
Egyptian painting. 


PROCESSING DIVISION: One member of our Division 
attended the meeting of the Texas Library Association in Lubbock 
this month. The Division continues its regular schedule of preparing 
the State Library's new acquisitions for the use of our readers. 


EXTENSION DIVISION: This Division is busy processing 
the juvenile and fiction books taken over from the Loan and General 
Reference Division a few months ago. This undertaking probably 
will continue through the summer. A number of other books also 
have been received and processed. All of these will make up the 
traveling libraries which the Extension Division will lend to the var- 
ious libraries throughout the State. 


The 1953 Directory of Texas Libraries was completed and 
mailed in the form of a special edition of Texas Libraries. Requests 
for this directory are received from all over the United States. Due 
to lack of information, some libraries had to be omitted; information 
about them would still be most welcomed so that our listings may be 
more complete for our next directory. 
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He may not score, and yet he helps to win 


Who makes the hit that brings the runner in, 


--Guiterman, 
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